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and women on their achievements. They have 
made the Bronx proud. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON RES-
OLUTION ‘‘COMMEMORATING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WORLD WAR I CHRISTMAS 
TRUCE OF 1914’’ 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I have 
introduced a resolution commemorating the 
centennial anniversary of the World War I 
Christmas Truce of 1914. 

One hundred years ago this month, soldiers 
on the Western Front came together to unoffi-
cially pause hostilities and celebrate the 
Christmas holiday without regard for country 
lines or battle lines. The truce gave armies on 
both sides an opportunity to bury their fallen 
comrades, as well as share some festive 
cheer while far away from their homes and 
families. 

Reports from soldiers on the front lines were 
that soldiers engaged in singing carols, shar-
ing food and other provisions, and even light-
hearted games. One of the most well-known 
aspects of the Christmas Truce is the im-
promptu football game that took place among 
the men. Many football clubs to this day rec-
ognize the Christmas Truce by holding com-
memorative games, and this year’s historic an-
niversary will feature a number of recognitions 
in the sporting world. 

The Christmas Truce has always inspired 
me as a reminder that it is possible for oppo-
nents to look beyond their differences and see 
each other as people, but I have a more per-
sonal connection as well. My great-grandfather 
was one of the soldiers present during the 
Christmas Truce, and his story and his experi-
ences have been passed down as family lore. 

I’ve also been drawn to this year’s com-
memorations by my good friend Don Mullan, 
an Irish author who has been championing 
worldwide celebrations of this proud moment 
in world history. Don has been developing a 
Christmas Truce and Flanders Peace Field 
Project in Messines, Belgium in partnership 
with the United Nations Office on Sport for De-
velopment and Peace and UNESCO. This 
project has gained the support of Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and 
will help ensure that the Christmas Truce, and 
more importantly, the lessons it has taught us, 
will always be remembered. 

I hope that this holiday season, wherever 
we are, we can all take a moment to remem-
ber the Christmas Truce and to remind our-
selves of a time when soldiers laid down their 
weapons and recognized how essential it is to 
value humanity. The Christmas Truce is a 
symbol of the triumph of the human spirit over 
adversity, and reminds us that even in the 
darkest times, we should always strive toward 
peace. 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
together with my colleagues—the Honorable 
BOB GOODLATTE, Chairman of the House Judi-
ciary Committee; the Honorable SPENCER 
BACHUS, Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Regulatory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust 
Law; and the Honorable HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, JR., Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial 
and Antitrust—to recognize the 50th anniver-
sary of the Administrative Conference of the 
United States. 

Every year, federal agencies issue thou-
sands of regulations that concern the food we 
eat, the air we breathe, and the autos we 
drive. Although regulations play a role in myr-
iad aspects of our daily lives, there is no inde-
pendent, nonpartisan entity—other than the 
Administrative Conference of the United 
States—that exists specifically so that Con-
gress can call upon it to evaluate ways to im-
prove the regulatory process. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Administrative Conference of the United 
States, an independent federal agency tasked 
by Congress to make recommendations in-
tended to improve the administrative process 
and to provide nonpartisan expert advice. 
Over the course of its existence, many of 
these recommendations have been enacted 
into law or voluntarily implemented by federal 
agencies and the federal judiciary. As a result 
of the Conference’s excellent work, our Na-
tion’s federal administrative procedures are 
not only looked to as a standard around the 
world, but constantly in the course of addi-
tional improvement. 

From its inception in 1964, the Conference 
has provided invaluable guidance to all three 
branches of government, including federal 
agencies, Congress, and the federal judici-
ary—about how to make the regulatory proc-
ess more responsive, efficient, and cost-effec-
tive. Members of the Conference are drawn 
from executive and judicial branches of the 
federal government, academia, as well as 
from the private sector. 

Congress has assigned the Conference im-
portant responsibilities in the implementation 
of the Administrative Dispute Resolution Act, 
the Negotiated Rulemaking Act, the Equal Ac-
cess to Justice Act, the Congressional Ac-
countability Act, and the Magnusson-Moss 
Warranty-Federal Trade Commission Improve-
ment Act. In addition, the Conference has fa-
cilitated judicial review of agency decisions 
and helped eliminate various technical impedi-
ments to such review. And, the Conference 
helps save taxpayer dollars. Just one agency 
alone—the Social Security Administration—es-
timated that the Conference’s recommendation 
to change that agency’s appeals process 
would result in approximately $85 million in 
savings. 

In recognition of its many accomplishments, 
the Conference has enjoyed broad bipartisan 
and bicameral support over the years. Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson signed the initial 

legislation creating the Conference into law in 
1964, and President George W. Bush reau-
thorized the Conference in 2008. Similarly, the 
Conference is supported by the private sector 
and advocacy groups across the political 
spectrum. 

United States Supreme Court Justices Ste-
phen Breyer and Antonin Scalia have testified 
before the House Committee on the Judiciary 
in support of the Conference and its work on 
not just one, but two highly historic occasions. 
Justice Breyer, for example, cited the Con-
ference’s ‘‘unique’’ role in identifying ways to 
improve the federal regulatory process. He ex-
plained in 2004, prior to the Conference’s re-
vival in 2010: 

Given the Conference’s rather low cost (a 
small central staff, commissioning academic 
papers, endless amounts of volunteered pri-
vate time, and two general meetings a year), 
it is indeed a pity that by abolishing this 
Conference, we have weakened our federal 
government’s ability to respond effectively, 
in this general way, to the problems of its 
citizens. 

I have not found other institutions readily 
available to perform this same task. Indi-
vidual agencies, while trying to reform 
themselves, sometimes lack the ability to 
make cross-agency comparisons. The Amer-
ican Bar Association’s Administrative Law 
Section, while a fine institution, cannot call 
upon the time and resources of agency staff 
members and agency heads as readily as 
could the Administrative Conference. Con-
gressional staffs cannot as easily conduct 
the technical research necessary to develop 
many of the Conference’s more technical 
proposals. The Office of Management and 
Budget does not normally concern itself with 
general procedural proposals. 

Justice Scalia also described the Con-
ference’s ‘‘unique’’ characteristics. Citing its 
‘‘combination of talents from the academic 
world, from within the executive branch . . . 
and, . . . from the private bar, especially law-
yers particularly familiar with administrative 
law,’’ he observed, ‘‘I did not know another or-
ganization that so effectively combined the 
best talent from each of those areas.’’ In sum, 
Justice Scalia said that ACUS was ‘‘obviously 
. . . a worthwhile organization’’ and that it 
was ‘‘an enormous bargain.’’ 

Accordingly, we are pleased to mark the 
50th anniversary of the Conference and to ex-
press our continued support for its very impor-
tant work. 
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FINANCIAL VICTIMIZATION 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, for approxi-
mately the past six years, innocent customers 
of three failed broker-dealers—the securities 
firms of Bernie Madoff, Allan Stanford, and 
McGill, Smith, have been unfairly victimized 
time and time again despite the existence of 
remedial legislation enacted by Congress for 
the specific purpose of protecting such cus-
tomers. 

Initially these customers were victimized by 
the nefarious fraudsters, whose Ponzi 
schemes caused the failure of several securi-
ties firms and resulted in financial devastation 
for so many. Next, these customers were vic-
timized by the Securities Investor Protection 
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